
1 1 / 1 4 / 0 5  1 0 : 5 4  FAX 404  6 7 9  7112  US FWS ATLANTA a 0 0 4 / 0 0 4  

03TKC.E OF THE JXECUTNE DIRECTOR 
[B511)487-3796 TDD (&50)-542 

October 3,2005 

Mr. Sam Hamilton, Regiond Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sewice 
1875 Century Boulevard 
Atlanta, GA 30345 

I 

Dear Mr. Hamilton: 

f i e  Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFVC) bas parhered with the US.  
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) t~ address Florida panther conservation needs for over 25 
years, including the development of the Guidelines for Living with Florida f mthm and the 
Interagency Florida Panther Response Plan. We would be pleased to  act as a C o o p e h g  
Agency for the Environmental Assessment of the Response Plan by providing thc assistaace you 
have requested from M3. DarreIl Land FWC's Panther Team Leader, Mr. Land can be reached 
at (239) 643-4220 or by e-mail: Darrell-Larad@MyFWC.com. 

The Response Plan and associated Guidelines are the produc;~ of many months of work by 
wildlife biologists, law enforcement personnel, administrators, and public information oEcers 
&om the National Park Service, FWS, and FWC. The trcrnmdoa growth of f  lori.dafs human 
population and the shinking interface between areas occupied by people and by Adli fe  present 
challenges for natural resources agencies. The Guidelines and Response Plan will be essential to 
foster and rnalntah conhued public suppun for Florida pmther consenra;iion and recovery as 
we address these sociologix..l, political and environmental challenges. 

AT K,oneth D. Haddad 
Executive Director 


